The story of the jug (ulcior). Like so
many of the communities that develop far
from their country of origin, a large part
of the Romanian community’s history is
made up of memories and maintained
through heirlooms. The very objects that
people treasure and bring with them help
build a new identity by giving succor in
their feeling of loneliness and cultural isolation.
One such object is the Oboga jug that my father brought from
one of his theatre tours when I was a small child. It was crafted
in south-western Romania, in a famous pottery center, well
known throughout Europe for its mastery of colors, shapes and
motifs. The Oboga green, with its lush, almost leathery feel, told
stories of ancient wild forests and fiery dragons.
This masterpiece adorned mantelpieces and library shelves for
many years throughout my life, and it never left my sight. It made
many a hard moment bearable.
It is now standing, quietly and charged with beauty, love and
memory, on the mantelpiece of my fireplace, in St Paul, Minnesota; next to it are the picture of a Lakota elder and an icon of
Mary Mother of God sent from a Paris exhibition but an old icon
painter.
Years have passed, but this storyteller still holds her father’s jug
close in her sight as an anchor to an identity that is not lost but
has become intrinsically part of the new.
Many Minnesotans have such stories, after travelling to faraway
countries hoping to find a link to ancestral history. Mine is simply more recent.
You may remember this story and be reminded of your own, as
you see the recurring image of the jug throughout HORA materials. Raluca O.
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HORA (Heritage Organization of Romanian Americans in Minnesota) is a non-profit organization intended to enrich the state’s
diverse image through sharing the unique and valuable cultural
heritage of the Romanian American community, along with its
extensive history in the state.
Our mission is to preserve, promote and share the cultural heritage, history and values of the Romanian American community in
the Twin Cities and the State of Minnesota.
How did we come about:
Romanians started arriving to Minnesota as early as the
1900s, as part of a larger East European wave of immigrants that
were driven by poverty and hoping for a better life. Soon, a Romanian community was developing in St. Paul and So. St. Paul.
After the WWII and the spread of Russian communism in
Eastern Europe, Romanian immigration dropped significantly and
involved mostly political cases. It started picking up however,
after the fall of European communism, at the end of the 1980s.
Since the early 1900s, the Romanian community has grown
and evolved, even though individual reasons for immigration as
well as cultural and social backgrounds are highly diverse.
What do we intend to do:
- Be an informational resource to both Minnesotans with
Romanian roots as well as newer immigrants.
- Serve as a resource for individuals and institutions interested in the history, culture and values of Romania and of Romanian Americans.
- Serve as a tool for parents of Romanian origin or with Romanian heritage who wish to educate their children with respect
to ancestral history and values.
- Serve also as an educational tool for parents who adopted
children from Romania if they wish to acquaint their children
with their heritage.
- Develop quarterly events to promote the history of the
Romanian American community in Minnesota and to present
aspects of the Romanian cultural heritage. Through the Q&A
section of these events, HORA will explore the interests of the
public and develop future events accordingly.
- Raise funds for publications and activities that add to the
promotion and preservation of the cultural heritage of the Romanian American community in Minnesota.

- Collaborate with like-minded organizations in the Twin
Cities, the state of Minnesota and any other entities interested
in the exchange of cultural information.
- Develop an archive/library intended for preservation
and promotion of historic and cultural heritage of the Romanian Americans in Minnesota. This archive will include taped
interviews with older and newer immigrants, showcasing the
different experiences and expectations of the multiple waves
of immigration.
- Showcase Romanian Americans who have achieved
important standings in their Minnesota community or in the
United States at large.
HORA will have quarterly events and each event will be
preceded by a newsletter presenting and promoting it.
The first event takes place on December 4th, 2009 at
the Anderson Library, on University of Minnesota West
Bank campus. It includes two presentations: “Early Romanian Immigration to the Twin Cities” presented by Vicki
Albu, genealogist affiliated with the University of Minnesota
and the Immigration Research Center, “Castles of Transylvania” will be presented by Raluca Octav, affiliated with The
Romanian Institute of Orthodox Theology and Spirituality
New Yok.
A Q&A session and will follow the two presentations. We
hope you will join us for refreshments afterwards. The organizers are thrilled to welcome you to this first event and hope
that you will help bring HORA into the Twin Cities cultural
limelight. <<see flyer attached>>
HORA people:
**Vicki Albu is a lifelong resident of South St Paul, a center
of early Romanian immigration to the Twin Cities. She is the
granddaughter of one of the first Romanian immigrants to
settle there and she co-founded the Dakota County Genealogical Society. Vicki will graduate with a degree in history from
the University of Minnesota in December 2009. Vicki is also
part of the Immigration History Research Center and in this
capacity she is HORA’s main researcher for early Romanian
immigration to Minnesota.
**Irina Comardicea was born in Romania but grew up in
Minnesota since the 9th grade. She studied natural resources
at the University of Minnesota and received a master degree in

International Environmental Policy from the Monterey Institute of International Studies in California. Irina is our European liaison with Romania, web advisor and newsletter editor. She currently works in Berlin, Germany, at Adelphi Research, an environmental policy and development think tank.
**Octavian Cornea, originally from Bucharest, Romania,
came to Minnesota in 1999. Has a diverse background , with
a law degree, and subsequent advertising and IT careers. He
designs our newsletter, our webpage and all advertising materials. He is also involved with HORA’s PR and exhibit activities.
**Monica Nedelcu Erickson was born in Romania, majored from the Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest,
immigrated to Minnesota in 1987 and has two business majors from the University of St Thomas. She is HORA’s treasurer and manages all financial matters related to our nonprofit organization. She is also involved in HORA’s collection and art exhibits.
**Raluca Octav grew up in Romania where she majored in
Medieval History with a minor in education from the University of Bucharest. She specialized in medieval fortifications
and iconography. She moved to Minnesota in 1991 and
worked several years for the Minnesota Historical Society
and continued her research through her affiliation with the
Annual Kalamazoo Medieval Studies Conference and the
Romanian Institute of Orthodox Theology and Spirituality in
New York. At HORA, Raluca writes the newsletter, organizes exhibits and presents occasional events on Romanian
history and culture.
**Eugenia Popa is originally from Bucharest, Romania
where she received a degree in Philology (Romanian & English). After immigrating to Minnesota in
1995 she received two Master degree in
Education and Talented and Gifted Education. Gina writes grant proposals for
HORA and connects the organization
with the school curriculum, making the
information available to teachers and interested students.

Irina Nedelcu Erickson is the model
throughout our publications.

